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at sierra friends center

January 18. 2019
Nevada County Historical Landmarks Commission
Attention: Chairman
P. O . B o x 1 0 1 4

Nevada City, CA 95959
R E : A P P L I C AT I O N F O R R E G I S T R AT I O N O F H I S T O R I C A L L A N D M A R K

Dear Chairman;

Attached please find John Woolman School’s application for registration as ahistorical
landmark in Nevada County. Included in this submission packet:
!Application for Registration of Historical Landmark Form
!Brief History and Description, Unique Aspects, and Protection and Maintenance
!Books and Articles
!Conditional Use Documentation
! M a r k e t Va l u e D o c u m e n t a t i o n

!Photographs, Prints, or Drawings
If you have any questions about the submission, please do not hesitate to contact me at
530-273-3183 ext. 24.

Sincerely,

Amy Cooke, Director

Att.

County of Nevada
State of California

Nevada County Historical Landmarks Commission
Application for Registration of Historical Landmark
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This completed form and all related documents shall be sent to the:
Nevada County Historical Landmarks Commission
Attention: Chairman

P. O. Box 1014, Nevada City, Cal. 95959

An application must be considered solely on its historic or architectural
merits and not for commercial gain, political benefits, or other non historical
r e a s o n s .

An individual Commissioner can advise and counsel an applicant, but all
applications must be considered by the full Commission, meeting in regular
session.
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Brief history and description of proposed landmark

Prior to 1963, there were no Quaker schools west of the Mississippi. Four families in the
Berkeley area decided to change that by finding land in Nevada County and opening the
first Quaker boarding school in the western United States. The school was named for
John Woolman, aQuaker born during the 1700's, who was known for walking
thousands of miles across the U.S. urging Quakers to abolish the institution of slavery

by freeing their slaves and boycotting various goods made by slave labor. He worked
diligently to promote peace among settlers and indigenous tribes, truly "letting his life
speak."
The residential school was established on 236 acres of land in the Sierra Nevada

foothills that was formerly the historical lands of the NIsenan Native American tribe that
lived and still lives in the region. The main campus was originally over 300 acres and
included open areas, classroom buildings, adining hall, afarm where students did
chores, and the A-frame cabins that functioned as the small dorm rooms the students

lived in. Surrounding the main campus, 206 acres were left as wilderness -allowing
space for hiking trails, land conservation, and to provide ahabitat for area wildlife.

The boarding school continued for 38 years until it was suspended in 2001 and the
campus was renamed Sierra Friends Center. With the new name came anew focus

and The Woolman Semester and Camp Woolman were born. The Woolman Semester '
was aprogram emphasizing peace, justice and sustainability that lasted from 2004
through 2016 with over 300 students taking part in the program. Camp Woolman,
currently in its 13th year, is avibrant camping program modeled on the Baltimore Yearly
Meeting Quaker camping programs.

The campus and surrounding lands now function as acamp, outdoor school, and
community education and gathering space.

- V

Unique aspects or properties of proposed landmark
First Quaker boarding school west of the Mississippi in 1963.
Ancestral land of the Nisenan Native American tribe.

Singer-songwriter Kate Wolf wrote asong called "Fly Away" about the rope swing tree
that used to be in the center of the campus.
How will the landmark be protected and maintained?
We will protect and maintain the landmark as part of our overall site maintenance
plan. The landmark will be stewarded according to good practices for site and building
maintenance.

In addition, Woolman protects and maintains the lands by
!Partnering with farmers who do soil conservation and improvement work in
addition to maintaining the organic farm sit
!Partnering with Sierra Friends Institute which does water monitoring and
education onsite

!Working with volunteers to do regular maintenance aspects of the land
management

!Using grants and other funding to maintain existing levels as well as further
beautify the campus

>

Books and Articles

Books and articles:

The Woolman Semester in Nevada City: Live What You Believe.
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Woolman campus new home for Sierra Streams Institute in Nevada City.
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The Woolman Semester in Nevada City: Live What You Believe

1/18/19, 9:34 AM

The Woolman Semester in Nevada City: Live What You Believe
-Ss.' sierravoices.com/2009/10/11/the-woolman-school-in-nevada-city-live-what-you-believe/
October 11, 2009

Jesus' words warning of false teachers —"By their fruits you shall know them" —

came to mind for me this morning in anew and more positive context, when we
noticed arecent videQ about the Idaho-Maryland Mine produced by local
students of The Woolman Semester. The video is apowerful and intelligent
examination of the impact the re-opening of the Idaho-Maryland Mine would have

woolmanjogo

on our local community.
What —or who

is 'The Woolman Semester?'" we wondered, after viewing this
video. By that video, we knew something about them, that its students are doing some amazing work
right here in our own community.

Notice that it's possible to subscribe to the "Woolman Semester Channel" on YouTube. And you'll find on
that channel an assortment of videos representing the diversity of interests of the students.
Some examples:

h t t p s : / / w w w . p r i n t f r i e n d l y. e o m / p / g / j U C z 6 K
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Homeless Shelter aReal Lifesaver

For years Hospitality House has been serving people in need, providing food, clothing, shelter and services.
Hear the story behind this amazing asset to Nevada County, CA. Featuring arare interview with Utah Phillips.
Created bv students at the Woolman Semester.

Eating Local -Can it be done?
Woolman Semester students search near and... well, near, for healthy, sustainable ways of getting their food.
Find out what it means to be alocavore, and why it isn’t always easy to stick to the 100-mile diet.
IheXjttleComtMtJEould.^^^^^^

Awild romp through the weird world of monoculture. Is your food really just processed corn in disguise? Find
out! Presented by students at the Woolman Semester, and inspired by The Omnivore’s Dilemma by Michael
Pollan.

California: Prison Capital of the World?
California leads the nation on prison spending, paying over 9billion dollars ayear, and Iof every 31

Californians is in the prison system. Is this system spiraling out of control? Is it destroying more lives than it
protects? Hear from ex-inmates, community leaders and others in this documentary by Woolman Semester
students.

From the Woolman website:

The Woolman Semester is asixteen-week program that welcomes high school students from all over the country
to join us for asingle semester during their junior, senior, or postgraduate ’’gap” year. Similar to asemesterabroad in concept, the Woolman Semester immerses students in the studies of peace, social justice, and
sustainable living on a230-acre rural campus in Northern California. Project based course work and off-campus
opportunities facilitate personal growth and leadership skills through self-exploration and an intellectual
commitment to being an informed global citizen.

The Woolman Semester is the only semester studies program among Friends (Quaker) schools. Like all Friends
schools, the Woolman Semester uses inquiry-based analysis and reflection emphasizing asense of respect for,
and responsibility to, the greater community. Quaker education is informed by the values of peace, equality,

honesty, community, simplicity, and stewardship of the Earth. The Woolman Semester is named for John
Woolman, an 18th Century Quaker abolitionist, who lived with utmost integrity to these values throughout his
life. Woolman students and staff are asked to be authentic to our individual values and consider how we might
live in greater integrity with them.
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The antecedents of the school go back at least fifty years, when "a group of Quaker and like-minded
families came together with the dream of creating aQuaker/Friends residential high school on the West
Coast." In 1963, the John Woolman School, afour-year residential high school was founded, and
continued for 38 years until 2001, "when it was no longer financially viable and thus suspended" by the
College Park Friends Educational Association (CPFEA), under whose auspices it had been operating.
Asteering committee created anew program that would both thrive and embrace the heart of what made John

Woolman School so meaningful to teens—acceptance of authenticity and engagement in community. The
campus was renamed Sierra Friends Center and Sierra Friends Camp and the Woolman Semester were born. The
Woolman Semester opened its doors in the spring of 2004.

If you'd like to learn more about Woolman and/or support their work, consider dropping in on the
following event on October 18th:
woolman_summerthyme

i

https://www.printfriendly.eom/p/g/jUCz6K
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Woolman campus new home for Sierra Streams Institute in
Nevada City
Submitted

to The

Union

May 7, 2018

Woolman at Sierra Friends Center, anonprofit based out of Nevada City, is inviting the community to aRibbon Cutting Ceremony celebrating the

restoration of Madrone Hall as the new home for Sierra Streams Institute at 11 a.m. Saturday at 13075 Woolman Lane in Nevada City, according to a
release.

This past February, Sierra Streams Institute moved their offices to the newly renovated 4,400 square foot space.
Sierra Streams Institute is awatershed monitoring, research, and restoration group with amission to link water, science and people for the benefit
of human and environmental health. Sierra Friends Center is exploring anew educational partnership with Sierra Streams Institute.
"We are deeply grateful to the visionary donors who made this project possible, and who have established the land at Woolman as an
environmental education center in Nevada County," said Amy Cooke, director of Sierra Friends Center.
Madrone Hall, one of the Sierra Friends Center's many facilities on the 236-acre campus, was once home to students of the John Woolman School,
afour-year boarding school, and later The Woolman Semester School for high school junior, senior and gap-year students.
The Woolman Semester School program was discontinued in the Spring of 2016, and shortly before renovations to the building began. Woolman at
Sierra Friends Center currently operates as acamp and retreat center.
The two organizations are seeking new ways to support each other, according to the release.
"One of the reasons we moved here is because we want to make citizen science front and center," said Joanne Hild, Sierra Stream Institute's
executive director for the past 12 years. "We are thrilled that our office is surrounded by 236 acres of meadows, forests, streams, and ponds,
perfect for developing aCitizen Science Center and scientific studies in which community members and students can be involved."
To RSVP go to woolman.org/events.
Source: Sierra Friends Center

Start adialogue, stay on topic and be civil.
If you don't follow the rules (/comment-policy), your comment may be deleted.

https://www/.theunion.com/news/woolman-campus-new-home-for-sierra-streams-institute-in-nevada-city/

Page 1of 1

Woolman turns 50 |TheUnion.com

1/18/19, 9:35 AM

Woolman turns 50
Spencer Kellar Staff Writer

August 15, 2014

The Woolman Semester School recently marked its 50th anniversary with athree-day celebration that saw more than 150 former staff members
and students come from all corners of the United States to reconnect with old friends.

The sizable attendance is atestament to the impact the school has had on its former pupils, said Dorothy Henderson, the interim head of school.
"I think the turnout, and what people said about their experience here, it was clear how much both the John Woolman School and the Woolman
Semester meant to them," she said.

"I've heard from an overwhelming amount of students who say that not aday passes that they don't think about their time here," said Emily Zionts,
who was aWoolman instructor in global issue and peace study courses for four years.

The John Woolman School was founded in 1963 by Quaker activists and educators who envisioned creating aresidential Friends high school in the
West and was originally operated as aprivate boarding institution until 2001.

Due to financial stress, it ceased operating as afull-time school. In 2004 it was re-opened with anew name, the Woolman Semester School, and it
now offers afour-month program for juniors and seniors in high school, as well as for students interested in taking agap year before college.
Even though the focus has changed, the school's dedication to teaching peace and social justice is as strong as ever, alumni and staff say.
"The spirit has carried forward into the semester program, and that was agoal in the formation of it. The spirit is in aslightly modified format, but
the mission of serving teens in that way is the same and was why we did what we did," said Amy Cooke, who served as head of school in 2000 and
2001, with asecond stint from 2003 through 2005.

Seminars were conducted during the three-day anniversary event for former students to engage in the current seminar course material. The
celebration also gave alumni and former teachers achance to reflect on the unique education offered by the independent school.
"Well, (one of my favorite memories) was giving an AP Calculus test to astudent under an oak tree. He and Iset up adesk and Imonitored him
under strict AP rules," laughed Cooke.

"Some of my other favorite memories are of what happens in community meetings, when students and teachers look at issues in authentic ways
without apreconceived notion of what the outcome is and really finding solutions to those problems. They really find their way as acommunity and
the process is remarkable."

The school will be welcoming 16 new students beginning Saturday as it ushers in its 22nd semester. The small student size is intentional, says
Admissions and Outreach Director Emily Wheeler. The hope is to have all of the students fit into one class, she says.
Still, there's adesire for the Woolman school to become more popular, says Henderson, who is surprised when people tell her that they didn't know
the program existed.
'We don't want to be the best kept secret in town," she said. "We want people to know about us.'
Cooke echoed similar sentiments.

"I wish more people knew about Woolman because it is profound and every person is honored for the view they bring and there's no 'this is the
rule, therefore you have to follow it,' which Ithink really squelches teens," she said. "The magic of Woolman is that every teen is honored for their
views and that's really powerful. Ithink that is where the school makes adifference."
Spencer Kellar is an intern with The Union. He can be reached at NCPCInternC@theunion.com (mailto:NCPCInternC@theunion.com).
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