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COUNTY OF NEVADA 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

NEVADA COUNTY HISTORICAL LANDMARKS COMMISSION 

APPLICATION FOR REGISTRATION OF NEVADA COUNTY HISTORICAL LANDMARKS 

NAME OF PROPOSED LANDMARK: E~tma ~leuada llous€1/Nat.haniol P. Brown HoYso 

LOCATION: 528 E. Broad Street,. Nevada City, CA 

NAME & ADDRESS OF LANDOWNER UPON WHOSE PROPERTY LANDMARK IS PROPOSED: 

Ruth Arm Riese. 528 E. Broad st., Nevada City, CA 

NAME & ADDRESS OF APPLICANT: ~R~u~th~Ann~~Riw·~e~s~e __________________________ ___ 
528 E .• Broad St. 1 Nevada City 1 CA 95959 

PHONE NO. 91 6 265-441 5 

BRIEF HISTORY AND DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LANDMARK: 
(PLEASE USE A SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY) 

See attached. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY: (PLEASE CITE ANY BOOKS, RECORDS AND OTHER AUTHORITIES 
SUSTAINING THESE FACTS) 

Attached. 
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PHOTOGRAPHS, PRINTS AND/OR DRAWINGS: 
(BOTH RECENT AND HISTORIC, IF AVAILABLE; PLEASE PLACE ON A SEPARATE 

SHEET OF PAPER AND ATTACH TO FORM) 

Attached. 

WRITTEN AUTHORIZATION FROM PROPERTY OWNER OF PROPOSED LANDMARK SITE: 

I hereby authorize the property at 528 E. Broad st., Nevada City to l::e indicated 
as a historical site and the placement of a plaque citing the historic nature. 

~ 

CHECK LIST: 

Yes IS BIBLIOGRAPHY COMPLETE? 
(TO ENABLE VERIFICATION OF STATEMENTS AND CLAIMS MADE HEREIN) 

IS PERMISSION OF PROPERTY OWNER FOR REGISTRATION ATTACHED? 

IS APPROVAL OF PROPERTY OWNER TO PLACE A PLAQUE ATTACHED? 

Yes ARE PHOTOGRAPHS, PRINTS OR DRAWINGS ATTACHED? 

APPLICANT SIGNATURE: 

DATE: May 2, 1996 

THIS FORM AND ALL RELATED CORRESPONDENCE IS TO BE SENT TO THE: 

NEVADA COUNTY HISTORICAL LANDMARKS COMMISSION 
P.O. BOX 1300 NEVADA CITY, CA. 95959 C/0 CHAIRMAN 

AN APPLICATION MUST BE CONSIDERED SOLELY ON ITS HISTORIC OR 
ARCHITECTURAL MERITS AND NOT FOR COMMERCIAL GAIN, POLITICAL BENEFITS OR 
OTHER NON-HISTORIC REASONS. 

AN INDIVIDUAL COMMISSION MEMBER CAN ADVISE AND COUNSEL AN APPLICANT, 
BUT ALL APPLICATIONS MUST BE REVIEWED AND APPROVED BY THE FULL 
COMMISSION AT A REGULAR SESSION. 

THIS APPLICATION FORM RELEASES THE COUNTY OF NEVADA FROM ANY AND ALL 
LIABILITIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES WHICH MAY PERTAIN TO THE PLACEMENT AND 
MAINTENANCE OF SAID PROPOSED HISTORIC LANDMARK HEREIN. 
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Statement of Significance: 

This is one of the oldest surviving homes in Nevada City dating to the 1850's, 
since many others of this vintage were destroyed by fires in the 1860's including 
the Great Fire of 1863. This Victorian home on Nevada City's Nabob Hill has 
been owned by nine parties over the last 140 years1. The most prominent owner 
was N. P. Brown, a leading citizen of Nevada City from the mid 1850's through 
the 1890's and founder of the "Daily Transcript" newspaper. Brown was 
responsible for expanding the home in the 1870's to its present size. Homes such 
as this on East Broad Street are part of Nabob Hill where many wealthy, 
prominent citizens such as Aaron Sargent lived in the 1850's-1860's. 

Certainly the most famous resident of the home was Emma Nevada, internation
ally renowned opera star in the late 1800's. Emma lived here as a young child 
with her mother in the winters of the early 1860's while her father (W. W. 
Wixom) acted as physician for the Alpha Diggins gold mine. 

The horne is similar in size and materials to neighboring homes, including the 
adjacent Englebright house at 524 E. Broad Street, a Property of Historic Interest 
(NEV023, designated in March 15, 1974). The property is near the Nevada City 
Historic District, an area of buildings which was added to the National Register 
on September 23, 1985. The district was the center of the gold mining industry 
which boomed in the 1850's. The town also continues to be the center of area 
government since being established as the Nevada County seat in 1851. 

The information below summarizes the early history of the horne and its owners: 
(All owners are documented in the County Recorder's office) 

The property on East Broad Street was owned in the 1850's by JesseS. Wall, the 
earliest recorded owner, who rebuilt the now existing house in 1858 based on a 
citation in the Nevada Journal newspaper on July 2, 1858. "J. S. Wall, one of the 
town's oldest citizens and merchants, is tearing down the residence preparatory 
to erection of a finer dwelling on the site." County records were destroyed in a 
major fire in downtown Nevada City in 1856 and no record exists of Wall's 
purchase of the property. Wall bought and operated the H. Davis grocery on 
Broad Street in 1855 and built a "fireproof' building for it in 1856. He also owned 
Robinson's Crossing, a major toll bridge in the 1850's. Wall was on the Board of 
Supervisors in 1858 and, like many other prominent gentlemen, a member of the 
Nevada Rifles. 

Prior to moving to San Francisco, Wall sold the residential property (Lot 9) to G. 
Morgan, the county recorder on Jan. 8, 1864 who then transferred it to Nathaniel 
P. Brown on Aug. 16, 1865 for $1900 in gold coin. The 1864 recorded Deed of 
Sale indicates a long fence bordering the property plus the house, outhouses and 
a large orchard. The 1865 Assessment Roll valued the property at $1500, a 
considerable amount in those days. 
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The two-story house2 with clapboard siding and various style elements is 
indicated as the property of N. P. Brown on an 1869 Nevada City map by H. S. 
Bradley, the earliest official record now in existence (Nevada City Historical 
Library). Nathaniel Pettingill Brown was senior editor, owner, and founder of 
the Nevada "Daily Transcript", Nevada City's first daily paper. In addition to his 
newspaper activities, Brown was active and influential in city, county and state 
politics, serving key roles in the Republican county and state central cornrnit
tees.3A. 

N.P. Brown was born in Newburyport, Massachusetts in 1834 into a prominent 
family. He left school at the age of 14 following his father's death and secured a 
position on the local paper. During that time he met Aaron Sargent, also of New
buryport and established a friendship that grew to include a political and 
business (publishing & mines) partnership for many years in Nevada City. 

Brown came to California by steamer, arriving in San Francisco in early 1853 at 
the age of 18. He made his way to Nevada City and quickly took a position on 
the "Nevada Journal" weekly paper. He returned briefly to Massachusetts in 
1854, then came back to Nevada City, purchasing an interest in the Journal, 
shared \vith Messrs. Fuller, Sargent, and Waite. With Aaron Sargent, he left in 
1859 to attend the national Republican convention in Chicago which nominated 
Abraham Lincoln. In 1860 he founded the Daily Transcript as Brown and Co, 
the first issue appearing on September 16. In 1862 he married Jeanetta Deal, 
daughter of Rev. Grove Deal and they had four children. 

In the late 1870's Brown performed a major expansion of the home to allow for 
frequent entertaining. The property was also landscaped during that era and 
included still existing cherry trees and many daffodils and other spring bulbs in 
the flat area bordering Oregon Ravine, then used for croquet. 

Brown was active in the operation of the Transcript until 1904 when he sold the 
business, one year after his wife Jeanetta died. The sale of the business and the 
home's conversion to a duplex around 1900 suggests that Brown left Nevada City 
around that time. His interest in the home was subject to foreclosure in 1909. He 
died in 1927 in Massachusetts and his ashes were returned to Nevada City to be 
buried with his wife. 

Based on Sanborn Perris maps for 1898 and 1912 (County Recorder), the home 
was modified around 1900 for duplex living. In 1911 Henry Goering, a mining 
engineer, purchased the property for his wife Effie and daughter Bethel. Goering 
rented out a part of the horne for a short time in 1914, then occupied it as a single 
family dwelling. When Effie died in 1952, the property transferred to their 
daughter, Bethel (Palma). Bethel had grown up in the house, and had moved to 
Reno in 1926 to pursue her college education, then married. She sold the home in 
1954 to Ed and Alice Kohler. The Kohlers lived in the home until April, 1991 
when it was purchased by Jesse and Kay Connor. 
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The home had become quite dilapidated, having had no repair for about 90 
years. The Connors undertook a major restoration of the home, returning it to 
the 1880's floor plan of a single family residence. The resulting home is a 
charming, light-filled structure with many restored antique fixtures and archi
tectural features such as moldings, doors and doorknobs, waterfloat glass 
windows, converted gas chandeliers, headboard wall. Ruth Ann Riese 
purchased the home in 1994. 

The house is also considered to have been the early childhood residence of Emma 
Wixom and her mother Maria during the winters of the early 1860's5. Emma is 
certainly one of Nevada County's most famous female talents and her fame and 
link to early Nevada City prompted the restored residence to become known as 
the "Emma Nevada House". 

Emma's father, Dr. William Wixom was physician at the Alpha Diggins gold 
mine. Emma first displayed her remarkable singing talent publicly at the age of 
three, standing on a chair in the Baptist Church, and giving a stirring rendition of 
the Star Spangled Banner. Emma achieved renown as an opera star in the late 
1800's, became a favorite of European royalty such as Queen Victoria and took 
the name Nevada to honor the city and state where she grew up. She married an 
English doctor, Dr. Raymond Palmer and lived in Paris and London until her 
death in 1940. In her later years she taught operatic singing to talented pupils 
including her daughter Mignon. She returned to Nevada City in 1902 and gave 
an outstanding performance at the Nevada Theatre. 

Bibliography: 
1 Recorded History of Lot 9, Block 28, Nevada City, CA; developed by the Searls 

Historic Library. 
2 Photograph of the N. P. Brown house by 0. C. Percival, 1885. 
3 Biography ofN. P. Brown, "Nevada County Mining Review", 1895, p. 110-111.4 
4 Biography of Nathaniel P. Brown, "History of Northern California", 1891, p. 

327-329. 
5 "Frontier Women", Silvia Anne Shaefer, 1992, p. 11-19, Journal Publications, 

Glendale, CA. 
"Nuggets of Nevada County History", Juanita Kennedy Browne, 1983, p. 58-64, 
Nevada County Historical Society. 
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